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around in effective attitudes, while the decks were embel-
lished with rich draperies. None of this, of course, could equal
genuine Eastern splendour, but Nature had given Al-
buquerque an impressive personal appearance, which went
far to make up for deficiencies. It certainly had the desired
effect upon the Sheik's envoys. Quaking before the august
being they saw enthroned, they fell prostrate and would
have kissed his feet; but such excessive homage makes a
European ill at ease, and Albuquerque stopped them.

They found him polite, but definite in his demands. He
was on his way, lie told them, to make peace with the King
of Ormuz. Kalyat being subject to Ormuz, he would begin
by making peace with Kalyat, the welfare of which he
desired to promote in every way. It was, however, a custom
of the Portuguese Crown to accept some trifling yearly
recognition from the states enjoying its protection. What
were the Sheik's intentions with regard to this?

The messengers uneasily replied that nothing could be
done without consulting Ormuz. Meantime the Sheik offered
a gift of oranges, lemons, pomegranates, sheep and chickens.

Albuquerque, who from the harbour had observed armed
troops about the town, refused the present. He never took
anything, he said, from people whom he might have to fight.
He would keep the things but pay for them pending the
Sheik's decision.

The Sheik, much agitated, sent word that'he was not
thinking of war. Whatever Ormuz did, Kalyat would sur-
render. As for the tribute to be paid, the King of Ormuz
could settle that with Albuquerque. Meanwhile the latter
had only to command and the town would furnish him with,
all that he required.

In view of this submission, Albuquerque graciously
agreed to waive the matter of tribute till his return from
Ormuz, He was anxious to proceed, and what he really
wanted from Kalyat was provisions, of which he com-
mandeered a plentiful supply.

The Sheik made a great show of willingness to produce